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THE THRONE OF DAVID;

OR, THE

REBELLION OF PRINCE ABSALOM.

LETTER I.*

ARBACES THE AMBASSADOR
To BeLus, KING OF ASSYRIA.
Crry oF JERICHO, NEAR THE JORDAN.
SIRE:

IN obedience to your Majesty’s commands, I have
availed myself of my first leisure to record in the leaves
of my tablets the scenery and incidents which have
struck me as worthy of observation, during my journey
from the banks of the Tigris to those of this remote
river. Descriptions of the interesting countries through
which I have passed, with allusions to the manners and
customs of the people, I will not here repeat, as I have
made a careful history of them for your Majesty’s perusal
when I shall return from my embassy.

After a journey of fifteen days I reached the valley of
Jordan, and, crossing the river the following morning,

* About 1050, B. 0.
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before my two officers, he also came forward, and saluting
me with a courteous wave of his sword, said, in a Chal-
daic dialect, not unlike our own speech, so that I plainly
understood his words :—

“Who art thou, my lord! and whence comest thou
with an armed legion and so great a retinue? Is thy
mission one of peace or of war?”’

¢ Peace, my lord captain,” I answered. I serve the
King of Assyria, and am going on an embassy into the
land of Egypt; but have a message to deliver by the
way to the great Seer and Judge of thy country, Isamel,
the friend of the gods! Thou didst last night behold
an armed legion enter this valley with me. It is but my
body-guard given me by my master, the King of Nineveh,
to protect me against the wandering bands of the wilder-
ness; but, as thou perceivest, not numerous enough to
make war. If thou hast authority in this land, I crave
permission to cross the Jordan, and go on my way to
the palace of your governor, Isamel.”

When I had done speaking, the youthful warrior came
near to me, and again saluting me, said :—

“We welcome thee, O Assyrian, to our land! The
aged prophet, Samuel, whom thou callest Isamel, is at his
abode in Ramah, at least two days’ march for thy caravan,i
westward. He is a man of God, virtuous as judge,
undaunted in duty, gentle in heart, yet with a lion’s
courage against evil. But thou errest, my lord, in sup-
posing he is now the Judge of Israel. We have now a
king like the nations around us!”

¢ This news had not reached our ears in Assyria,” I
answered. “Is the Prophet Isamel no more?”

*“The Seer of God’s people,” here answered a grave:
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‘Their God also directed them to erect a moveable tem-
ple in the form of a vast royal tent, in which to preserve
the sacred vessels and to perform worship to Him. Their
holy books give a minute description of this tabernacle.
It was gorgeous beyond expression. In Nineveh I know
of nothing, luxurious as all is there, which can surpass it
in magnificence. It was divided into courts and com-
partments from the outer to the most inner and sacred,
and contained altars for sacrifice and incense, and an in-
terior secret throne for their God, whose symbol was
like a burning Eye, dreadful to behold, and blinding for
mortal to gaze upon.

This tabernacle still exists in this land, and when I have
seen it I will more particularly write of it to your majesty.

For forty years the nation wandered through the ter-
rible deserts which lie beneath the blazing centre of the
sun. Their sacred books record forty-two encampments,
or one fixed rest a year, continuing sometimes only weeks,
sometimes many months. In their march they constantly
traversed and re-traversed their former track, now going
north, now bending their painful course west, and again
castwardly, only, after many weary days, to change
again the direction of their labyrinthine track towards
the south! Thus, like a blind man groping in a field to
find an outlet, this great nation of three millions of people,
of which six hundred thousand were fighting men, groped
up and down and across the mighty deserts of Afric,
seeking vainly, mourning sadly, for the land promised to
their fathers and to them, and which they had come
forth from Egypt with great power and glory of deeds
to find and conquer. How terrible the judgments of
their ?od! How fearful his displeasure !
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his breast, his eye is not dimmed nor his natural force
abated. Near the summit he embraces tenderly his
friends, blesses his noble general (Joshua) to whom he
formally surrenders his place, authority, and power;
while the aged Caleb kneels at his feet and bathes them
in tears.

The voice of God from the summit calls him from
their embraces! He hears the familiar sound, and
spreading his hands over them, and over the kneeling
nation in the plain below, he blesses them in silence, and
then with moistened eyes turns away, and soon stands
upon the mountain top.

Says the record of Caleb, ¢ His majestic form seemed
to expand and tower in stately beauty as we beheld him
gaze off across the valley of Jordan, and let his piercing
glance wander over the broad fertile country which lay,
like Eden, between the two glittering seas! When he
had surveyed it on all sides from his elevation, a bright
cloud descended above him, which transfigured, but did
not conceal him; and we heard a voice from above the
cloud, as the voice of God, which said:

¢ ¢This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto
Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy
seed! Behold, this land of Canaan I give unto the
children of Israel for a possession forever! Lo, I have
caused thee to see it with thine eyes; but thou shalt not
go over thither I’

““ When the voice had ceased speaking,” continues the
testimony of Caleb, “the face of Moses became like the
sun! All his form and flowing robes were resplendent
with light ineffable ; and the cloud slowly enfolding him, he
was borne as if supported by invisible beings from the place
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LETTER II.

ARrBACES To THE KINa.

AMBASSADOR’S CAMP, BEFORE JERICHO.

My pEAR cousiy AND KiNa:

WE still linger in this romantic valley, not from choice
but from compulsion, as our invalids are but now suffi-
ciently restored to health to move forward.  This is
the twelfth day since we encamped here; and yesterday
I would have resumed our journey, but a messenger whom
I had sent, by the advice of the elders of the senate, to
the king to ask permission to pass through his territories,
has but a few hours since returned with the royal consent.
As his majesty was neither at Gibeah nor Gilgal, his
usual abodes, but at the city of Hebron, farther south,
where he is building a palace, my messenger was longer
on his mission.

The king, with that grace and courtesy which singu-
larly characterizes this refined people, not only accorded
me the liberty to traverse his dominions, but has sent
hither his son, the eldest Prince of his House, with an
honorary escort of two hundred of his body-guard, to ac-
company me to Hebron. I was walking in front of my
tent, enjoying the soft air of this delicious clime, and
watching the groups of dark-eyed, langhing maidens
gathered, with their pitchers upon their heads, about the
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Saul to conduct your highness to his presence. The
monarch, whom I had to seek in three cities and found
in Hebron, received your message gladly, and expressed
his desire to see in person the ambassador of the great
king of the east; and as a proof of his sincerity he en-
tertained me with the most distinguished courtesy, and
has sent his son, the prince royal, to attend you to his
capital!”

Upon hearing these welcome words, I immediately
mounted my horse, and at the head of one hundred of
the most splendidly-attired of my body-guard, rode
glowly to meet the Hebrew prince. When I had come
within three bow-shots of his party I halted, and leaping to
the ground advanced on foot towards him. The Israelitish
prince followed my example, and we met mid-way, saluting
each other with military courtesy. I was at once most
agreeably impressed with his appearance. He was a
mere youth, with the down scarcely shading his lip, and
in height not above the ordinary stature of young men.
But there was a noble frankness in his clear, open eyes
which revealed within a soul ingenuous and pure! His
brown hair fell in shining waves upon his shoulders, and
was parted above his fair forehead which seemed to be
the very throne of truth. Without being regularly
handsome, his face was singularly attractive, and espe-
cially when lighted up by the fine, warm smile of sincere
good-will with which he greeted me, as, coming quickly
nearer, he extended his open hand to clasp mine! It
seemed from that moment we were friends and to be
friends forever! Your majesty must not charge me with
enthusiasm. There are very few men to whom my heart
goes out, or to whose hand-clasp my own fully responds.
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to rule over them! Wisdom and mercy, justice and truth,
will be the ornaments of his throne.

To-morrow we resume our journey, as all my retinue
are refreshed and vigorous for the march, with their long
and pleasant repose in this lovely vale of the Jordan.
In the leisure which this delayhas given me, I have been
studying the sacred books in the Hall of Scrolls at Jeri-
cho, and especially the records of ¢ Caleb the wise,”
which I have four scribes engaged in copying for me, as
[ may not take it away, and greatly desire to have the
narrative in my possession.

I now write in my tent by the light of the swinging
lamp of chased gold, my mother’s gift, which used to be
suspended in my chamber in my palace at Nineveh. The
sight of it recalls vividly the familiar room ; and I hardly
realize that I am many hundred miles distant from the
spartment it used once so cheerfully to light up. But 1
fear this is a feeling of home-sickness, my royal cousin,
which, I am told by travelers in far Jands, seizes upon
the heart of the exile instead of the body! I will not
yield to it. I will write still. The prince is to-day a
guest in the city! My soldiers are amusing themselves,
some with songs and musical instruments, others dancing
in the moonlight, others listening to the romantic legends
of a traveling story-teller from Arabia, who has wan-
dered into the camp. From a distance, borne on the
soft breeze to my ear, I hear the trumpets of the ward-
ers upon the walls of the city as they sound the signal
for changing the guard, and proclaim the hour of the
night.

I will here resume my narrative, your majesty, of the

wonderful events which followed the death of the great
5
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down the stream with resistless velocity, reaching with
difficulty the shore far below. Caravans arriving at this
period are compelled sometimes to encamp many days on
the shore, until it subsides and sinks within its proper
bounds and becomes fordable. Such was its condition
two weeks ago when I crossed its shallow ford with my
rctinue, guided by the young Hebrew soldier Joab.

The ancient Canaanites who dwelt this side of the
river were not ignorant of the presence, a few miles off
on the other shore, of the vast multitudes of the Israel-
ites, for the Hebrew spies had been discovered in Jericho,
and pursued to the river. The King of Jericho suppos-
ing the Hebrew hosts would pass on towards Chaldea,
the land of their great ancestor Abram, which rumor had
noised was their real destination, and not suspecting they
would enter his territories any more than those of the
kings along whose borders they had hitherto marched,
contented himself merely with watching their vast camnp
from the top of his palace. He felt the more secure, in-
asmuch as the swollen river, then nearly a mile in width,
with a current swift as the flight of arrows, presented a
secure barrier between his dominions and the Hebrews,
to the passage of any body of men. After the visit of
the spies, he commanded all boats to be brought to the
western side and secured, and dismissed any apprehen-
sions of danger which he might have entertained.

But what are the devices of kings or of men against
celestial powers? The fate of his kingdom was sealed!
Forty years had those mighty hosts there encamped in
twelve armies, with their thousand banners glancing in the
sun, been seeking his kingdom and those adjacent to him
of his fellow monarchs, and like hungry eagles who have
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rent is both broad and deep.” He was answered after
this manner :

“Thou shalt see the waters of Jordan cut off as at
the sea of Egypt. Command the priests, the Levites,
that they take up the Ark of the covenant and bear it
towards the river. Let the hosts of Israel follow by their
armies, but be careful to leave two thousand cubits’ space
between them and the Ark of God.”

When the God of the Hebrews had further spoken to
the Hebrew general, and given him some other directions,
Joshua left the celestial presence, and instructed the
elders, Levites, and people according to the command he
had received. Then the captain and chief officers of the
host passed in and out among all the companies repeating
the orders of their general, that the people should follow
the ark at a revérential distance, and prepare to go over
Jordan. '

The sight alone of the swift and perilous river filled
with consternation the timid, and the women and the
children, who, not having seen the dividing of the waters
of the Red Sea before their fathers, did not realize that
the Jordan could be divided so that it might be crossed
dry-shod.

The twelve priests of Israel took up the sacred Ark of
their God, and moved slowly forward until they came to
the brink of the stream when, at the voice of Joshua,
they stood still. The van of the marching hosts of
Israel also halted two thousand cubits distant, while, as
far as the eye could see, the prolonged column of the
Hecbrews stretched eastward to the mountainstill their re-
motest companies could not be distinguished as men, but
seemed to be rather the shadows of clouds slowly passing
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heap on one side and flying wholly away on the other,
they set up a great shout of joy and of wonder, which
must have made the walls of Jericho shake.

“The king from his terrace had also witnessed the sight
of his river rent in twain, one part leaving his dominions,
and the other rushing back on its course overwhelming
trees, villages, cliffs, with its reverse torrents. He
trembled with fear, and stood gazing in mute horror upon
the sublime and appalling scene before him.

¢ The priests who bore the Ark were now commanded
by Joshua to lift it upon their shoulders and march on
until they came to the middle of the bed of Jordan and
there stop. Then came after them, walking into the
river bed, dry shod, the Levites, four hundred in num-
ber, bearing the rich curtains and pillars of brass, hang-
ings of purple and broidered work, and other parts of the
tabernacle and its furniture, with all the sacred vessels
appertaining to the sacrifices therein. In the midst of
the river, the priests stayed the Ark. Then those who
bore the tabernacle kept on past them and reached the
other shore! The van of the main body was now com-
manded by Joshua, who stood on the land, to move for-
ward; and magnificent was the sight! In column, with
not less than a mile and a half of front, the bannered
hosts marched towards the river. There was no sound
of trumpet; no voice heard, only the deep tread of the
tens and hundreds of thousands of men! Entering the
bed of Jordan, the van occupied up and down its length
a space as far as a man could be distinguished by the
eye from the end of one wing to the end of the other
wing. Their onward march now ceased not! Hour after
hour the mighty current of the human river flowed
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strong place which stood. in the pride of its citadels and
towers, the glory and strength of the plains. But his
chief captains united in saying that it was impregnable,
and that it could not be taken except by a long siege, by
which to reduce them to capitulation through hunger and
thirst.

In the evening of the third day, records the book of
Caleb, as the Hebrew general was slowly walking before
Jericho, and gazing musingly upon its lofty battlements
lined with archers, spearmen, bowmen, and mailed sol-
diers, and saw the formidable slings between heavy
beams with which they could discharge huge rocks into
the plain, and was doubting if it could ever be taken,
when from between two palm trees there suddenly stepped
before him a tall young man with a drawn scimitar in
his hand! Immediately the Hebrew warrior-chief drew
his sword, advanced upon him, and cried :—

¢ Art thou for us, or against us!”

“J am a captain in the hosts of the God of Israel,”
answered the young man, whose face was like a god’s for
beauty and courage, while his eyes beamed with celestial
splendor. “I am against thine adversaries, and am
come to fight on thy part!”

When the Hebrew chief heard these words, he fell
prostrate to the earth and worshiped him. Then the
youthful and glorious captain of the Lord’s hosts said to
him,

“ Loose thy sandals, for the place whereon thou standest
is holy !”

When Joshua had obeyed, he looked up, and lo! a celes-
tial light shone from the person of the warrior of God,
and his robes were radiant as the glory of the morning.
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iron, and brass, was set on fire and burned to the ground.
Thus the first conquest of the Hebrews was achieved in
a manner altogether in keeping with their miraculous
history. Where human means are ineffectual, their
God lends them the aid of his mighty power; but
first he bids them work for the end, as if they ex-
pected to accomplish it solely by the means made use of|
alone!

Why they should have been commanded to compass
the city so many times, thirteen in all, or what virtue
there is in the number seven, my dear Belus, I do not
profess to know. The result, however, was, as I have
stated, that the lofty walls in which the King of Jericho
trusted fell instantaneously at the shouting, and exposed
the city to the mercy or vengeance of its foes. One only
house stood with the wall beneath it. This was the
abode of a poor woman, an innkeeper, who saved the
spies of Joshua when pursued, and hid them in her house
until they could go out in safety and secrecy. Her
house was singularly preserved amid the general over-
throwing of the walls; and Joshua generously saved her
and all her kindred from the universal slaughter which
followed the miraoulous taking of the city.

I will now close this very long epistle, your majesty,
describing scenes enacted here nearly five hundred years
ago. To-morrow, escorted by Prince Jonathan, I take
up my line of march for the court of Saul.

Farewell,
Your faithful
ARBACES.
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riots of war ; but in this hill-country armies of infantry
arc more easily marched from point to point, and ma-
nceuvred with more facility in battle. With us, being a
nation of horsemen, a captain on foot would be a degrad-
ing position for him; but here even their greatest lead-
ers have led their hosts dismounted. Horses are, how-
ever, coming more into use, and the king is to organize
a legion of six thousand mounted men !

As we crossed the beautiful and fertile plain towards
the hills, I turned to take a last view of the vale of Je-
richo and-its surrounding scenery. The beams of the
rising sun were just lighting up its loftiest towers. The
river flowed peacefully past far distant amid gardens and
vineyards, and above the dark mountains of Nebo with
the loftier shoulder of Pisgah, where Moses died, floated
a group of purple clouds, their summits gilded by the
sun’s rays into a blaze of glory. How peaceful and fair
to look upon was all the scene! The valley waved with
corn, like an emerald sea, while in all parts of it amd
groups of palms, and fig, and pomegranate trees, were
visible the walls of the pretty white villas and cottages
of the dwellers in this vale of repose. Even the hill-sides
and rocks and cliffs were verdant with grape-vines and
hanging with gardens! Every foot of ground was cul-
tivated, and plenty and peace, security and happiness
seemed to make their abode here. Amid all, like a noble
diadem crowning the whole landscape, rose the battle
ments and towers of the city, a fair and impnsing finish
to the captivating picture.

«“How charming all this view!” I said to the prince,
who had regarded my admiration of it with natural pride
and pleasure.
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whom it nearly completed the entire conquest of this land,
has had no other great captain or leader? Iam told that
your royal father is its first king, and yet it is more than
four hundred years since the death of the conqueror !”

We had by this time entered a defile, the sides of
which hid the city and Jordan with its valley from our
sight. The royal Hebrew body-guard now marched in
the van with two hundred of my own guard, the caravan
moved along in the centre, and my main legion came
last directly in our rear. We had, therefore, only
quietly to keep the road, and had leisure to converse,
Joab and our armor-bearers being the only listeners.

The prince was about to reply to my inquiry, when a
richly dressed Hebrew, mounted on a large fine mule,
with a retinue of seven or eight foreign looking servants,
drew near by a road leading from a handsome stone
villa, and craved permission to join our company as he
was traveling to Hebron. It was granted to him, and
the prince, who knew him, presented him to me as one
of the chief architects of the kingdom going to assist the
king in planning his palace. '

«“ Of what nation are those slaves ?”’ I asked, struck
with the dark saturnine countenance, glittering black eyes
and small stature of the architect’s servants; for Hebrews
they could not be.

“These swarthy men,” answered Prince Jonathan,
¢“are descended from the ancient inhabitants of the
land !”

T supposed they were all exterminated,” I answered,
again regarding the eight servitors, being much struck
with the looks of cunning and duplicity which seemed
to be a marked characteristic of the faces of all of them;
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they had practiced upon him; but having entered into a
solemn league of friendship with them, he felt he could
not now exterminate them. They humbly plead, that,
in order tc save their lives they had been compelled to
adopt the wily course which they had done.

“Thereupon Joshua, calling the chief men of the
Gibeonites together, said to them all,
~ “¢I have sworn and will truly keep my oath, to be
at peace with you so far as not to take your lives! But
from this day your whole people shall become hewers of
wood and drawers of water to the Hebrews !’

“Thus were they condemnued to perpetual servitude,”
added the prince, ¢ and here you behold after four hun-
dred years their descendants, servants among us!”

I regarded these slaves with no little interest, your
majesty, after hearing their history; and I can not but ex-
press my wonder at seeing how they have inherited looks
of duplicity, a trait which is evidently still their birthright,
judging from their treacherous-looking countenances.

Seeking now, as we rode on, further information from
the intelligent young prince about the past of his people,
he said,

“You desire to know how we were governed after our
great chieftain, Joshua, died! First by a Supreme Senate
of seventy elders with whom he left his authority; but
after about fifty years of this rule, the armies, dissatisfied
with the pacific government of the elders, elected their
own chief, and gave him absolute authority to rule and
judge them. These Judges were often military dicta-
tors, and their power at length became as absolute as that
of crowned princes. There was even a heroic female
Deborah in the line of our Judges. From Othniel the
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with a singularly commanding person, and of undoubted
courage, having shown proofs of his daring and warlike
spirit in minor conflicts with parties of the enemy in the
passes of his native hills. Not long after this, the King
of Ammon beyond Jordan invaded our land, and the new
king, promptly putting himself at the head of the Hebrew
soldiers, routed the enemy with great slaughter. My
father was then crowned with great rejoicings, and pre-
pared to consolidate his throne. But the Philistines, a
warlike and fierce people of the west, whose country lies
on the borders of the Great Sea, and who have not ceased
since the days of Joshua to dispute our possession of
this land of our fathers, declared war against the newly-
crowned monarch. The Hebrews, proud of having a
king like other nations to lead them forth to battle, ral-
lied in great numbers and full of hope around the royal
standard. These wars continued for many years, with
occasional intervals of truce; and in these my father
strove to strengthen his kingdom, adorn its cities, im
prove his army, and elevate the people. His reign was
for many years happy and glorious, and his prosperous
wars added distinction to his name. Moderation and
clemency marked his treatment to his enemies, and
resentment and revenge were then strangers to his
bosom.”

Here the prince sighed and looked sad and thoughtful.
Perceiving that something painful was upon his mind, I
rode on in silence; for I recollected what had been told
me at Jericho of the gloom which had settled upon the
mind of King Saul; and that from being a wise and
magnanimous prince, he had become cruel, unjust, and
revengeful, and sought even the lives of his best friends.
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his armor-bearer to follow him, he commenced climbing
the rocky sides of the garrison. In a few moments the
daring young soldier, closely followed by his armor-
bearer, drew himself over the verge, and leaped, sword
in hand, into the very midst of his foes! He came so
suddenly upon them, and his aspect was so terrible, and
he threw himself upon them with such vengeance, the
while uttering his battle-cry, that those who resisted
were cut down, and others, flying, alarmed the garrison,
and created a panic throughout the whole Philistine
hosts ; for it was believed from the noise of fighting and
the ringing blows of steel on iron armor, that the whole
of the king’s army had scaled the cliff and were attack-
ing them! The prince alone slew twenty men in the
space of a few yards before him, while his armor-bearer
keeping close to him, warded off the blows of those who
had courage to oppose him. It being dark, the enemy
could not distinguish friend from foe, and, in the con-
fusion, parties attacked each other. Thus the dismay
each instant grew, until the whole army in and beyond
the garrison commenced to fly along the passes of the
mountains, pursued by the prince and his armor-bearer,
slaying as they went, and uttering their fierce battle
shouts. The noise of the conflict reached the ears of the
king, his father, in his tent ; and it was told him the Phil-
istines were attacked, by whom they knew not! He
soon ascertained that Jonathan and his armor-bearer
were missing from the camp. He then rose up, he and
his army, and followed in pursuit, and the flight and chase
lasted till the close of the next day, when weary with
slaughter and with pursuing, the king and his army halted
and encamped for the night, laden with spoils! This
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and there, as in the noble exceptions of Semiramis, Sar-
danapala, and Arsephaxa, all powerful and virtuous
queens of Assyria, does woman in the East assert her
true rank by nature, which, doubtless, is to be the com-
panion and friend and prudent counselor of man, both
as kings and subjects.

I see your majesty smile at my eulogy of the sex, and
at my admiration of the Hebrew females. If Egypt’s
fair daughter, to whom I am sent to ask her hand for
your majesty, be half as fair as Adora, the beautiful
daughter of the chief senator of Jericho, your majesty
will have a bright jewel to wear in your coronet. If I
had not hastened from the splendor of her eyes I should
have been consumed by them to ashes.

But to resume the narrative of my journey hither.
At the close of the second day’s travel we came to where
two roads met. One of these took a direction south-
wardly, but the other led westward towards Ramah, the
abode of the Seer, and so on, to the shores of the Great
Sea, which the prince informed me was visible from a
mountain not far from the place where the prophet dwelt.

As it was my desire to see this holy and venerable
person, and present to him your message and signet-ring,.
I gave the caravan orders to continue on the way south-
ward, under the charge of my captain, Nacherib, and,
encamping before Hebron, await my coming. Retaining
only my personal guard of one hundred nobles, the prince
having also kept onc hundred of his men-at-arms, sending
the residue under Joab with my caravan as an escort
through the country, we were about to go forward towards
Ramah, when Nacherib, who had just put the caravan in
motion on its road, came riding up as if with a message.
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I at once rode to the side of the prince, who said to
me :— '

“T am right. It is the annual southern caravan from
the kingdom of Sheba, which lies by the south sea, and
destined for Syria. I know well their faces and style
of armor, and have before seen this chief about two
years ago!”

“Peace and amity,” cried the prince, as he came up
within a few paces of the warrior.

“Even so! We are for peace and amity, this being a
caravan of merchants, my lord,” answered the chief.

“You are welcome to pass through our land, sir cap-
tain; for we also profit by your merchandize. Didst
thou stop before Hebron ?” ‘

¢ But one day, my lord, for rumor came suddenly that
the Philistines had moved with a great army from their
fastnesses, and were to march upon Hebron. So we hur-"
ried on to be out of reach of foes, which make no distine-
tion, and plunder where there are treasures. Thou seest
I have but four hundred armed men with me, enough
for security againgst the bands of the men of Esau in the
deserts, but not to withstand battles with hosts harnessed
for war!”

“Thou hast done well to hasten thy march,”said the
prince. ‘Pass on thy way in peace!” “This is indeed
news,” he continued, turning to me! “Sothis armament
so long threatened by our foes is come to a head, and
Hebron is menaced by our implacable scourge! For
your sake I am gricved, as I fear the enemy will possess
themselves of the passes south, and delay your march to-
wards Egypt.”

“In that case,” I answered, “I will not remain idly
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and honored my father, and who privately consecrated
him at his election, himself, as King of Israel, and again
consecrated him at his coronation before all the people,
has turned his face from him, nor spoken with him either
words of anger or of kindness. This displeasure hus had
its natural effect upon my father, and filled his soul with
that gloom and depression, which, most noble prince
Arbaces, you will not fail to observe when you come into
his presence !”

During this revelation of the king’s infirmities, we
were slowly riding back again to the place where the two
roads met, the caravan of the strangers from the south
being once more in motion, and coming after us. I could
not but feel and express my sympathy with the amiable
and sorrowful prince, who evidently loved and honored,
with the profoundest respect and affection, his unhappy
father. After a few moments he added,

“Tt is my wish to see the prophet, to entreat his in-
terposition with the God of our fathers, to pardon my
father’s act of usurpation of the priestly office, and give
him prosperity in this war, and in all his reign. Not
that I desire this prosperity on my own account, noble
sir, for it does not grieve me to be deprived of the suc-
cession to my father’s crown; but alone for his peace
and honor do I desire it.”

“How, my prince, are you to be deprived of your
kingdom at the king, your father’s, departure from this
life?”, I asked with surprise at his words. He an-
swered,

¢ The prophet has pronounced, and his word is the fiat
of God, by whose inspiration and knowledge he speaks,
that the kingdom shall be given to another at his death!
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Onward we dashed up the rocky defiles, my body-guard
of a hundred Ninevite horsemen and that of the prince,
divided into fifties, preceding and following. There were,
hesides these, but four of us in the party, the prince,
myself, and our respective armor-bearers; the Hebrew
architect having gone on with the caravan.

Our road was at one time amid romantic defiles, the
sides of which were hung with vines, and to which the
cottages of the vine-dressers almost seemed to cling for
support; at another over rocky ridges fortified with
castles and guarded by garrisons; now we traversed lovely
vales, and now threaded our way through a long village
of white stone houses with flat roofs on which we saw the
inhabitants either walking for air, reading parchments,
or copying them, the women pulling flax, weaving, card-
ing, or engaged in needle-work; while many were at
their meals upon the roof which was protected by fan-
cifully colored awnings with fringed curtains, looking
precisely like a tent pitched upon the house-top. These
awnings were tasteful in shape, and rich and gay in
material and in colors according to the wealth of the
householder; and so were the occupations of the family
beneath them, either humble or leisurely elegant, ac-
cording to their condition. It was a lively and happy
scene. Want seemed to be a word unknown.  How soon,
1 thought, could all this fair picture be changed by the
invasion of a wild band of those armed Philistines, who
seem to have been for generations the terror of the land,
and its implacable foes! I felt a curiosity to know
something of these dreaded adversaries. The prince
kindly answered my inquiries; and from him I learned
that they arc a warlike remnant of that conquering
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to all nations as their divine Protector, I should regard
Him as the Lord of the whole earth and the Arbiter of
the fate of all kings and dominions, even as of this!
But as he limits his care to the Hebrews he is evidently
their national Deity as Assarac is ours! yet how much
more powerful is the Hebrew God! Nay, his power it
would seem to me, could fill the world, and that if Ile
chose He could lord it over all lords, and rule in heaven
and on earth God of gods and King of kings! The more
I learn of His ways and dealings, the more I revere and
honor his mighty name! But fear not, your majesty,
that I shall be drawn into infidelity and become a
Hebrew! The gods of Assyria are the true gods for an
Assyrian, until a mightier Deity like this of Israel re-
moves them from their celestial thrones, and reigns over
us in their place.

We at length came in sight of the brown battlements
of Ramah elevated upon a steep, which, on all points,
was capped with turrets, giving it a warlike and com
manding aspect. Winding our way through pleasant and
populous suburbs, the vine-dressers and laborers in the
fields pausing to regard with wonder the splendid ap-
pearance of my body-guard in their foreign armor and
plumed crests, we came before the eastern gate of the
city. Here we were challenged; but the Prince Jonathan
being instantly recognized by the chief-keeper of the
gate we were permitted to enter, my guards following,
riding two and two. The streets were narrow and closely
built, and the roofs and lattices were thronged with people
to gaze upon us; for at first the alarm had been bruited
about that we were a party of Philistines who were ap-
proaching the city ; but on learning that we were friendly
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LETTER IV.

ArBaces 1o HIS KINa.

Caxp NeAR Hesrox, Crry or TE Kinag.

MY BELOVED MONARCH AND COUSIN:

I wiLL now proceed to relate to your majesty the
interesting circumstances connected with my visit to the
venerable Seer of Israel. While the armor-bearer of
the Hebrew prince was in the palace, the people, in great
numbers, gathered about us and hailed with glad voices
of loud acclamation their king’s son, whom many recog-
nizing had pointed out to all others.

What with his distinguished presence among them,
and the curiosity excited by my Assyrian guard of young
nobles in their cuirasses of gold, silver saddle bows, and
rich scarlet cloth-housings, and, above all, their beautiful
Persian horses, the scene around me was exciting and novel.

¢ Long live our prince !” cried one.

“May he soon be our king!”” said another, boldly.

“Nay, this is treason, my friends!” exclaimed Jonathan,
looking round sternly and rebuking them with flashing
eyes, “ you speak like traitors to your king who use such
language. You mean well, but I cannot hear it!” he
added, more gently, as he perceived that they were
abashed and humbled.

At this moment the gate of the court opened, and the
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jestic in person, stooping a little with great age, he pre-
gented the ideal of the father of gods as I have often
conceived his appearance in imagination. He was ele-
vated a little above the floor upon a sort of carved throne,
or chair of state, of ancient workmanship, once the tri-
bunal of the old Judges, robed in a rich garment of
woolen, dyed a dark crimson, over which was the ephod
or sacred mantle of the Hebrews. About his waist was
a girdle of linen, and he wore a full white tunic, fringed,
and similar to what I have seen upon the chief of the
Levites! Upon his head was a small blue cap, worn to
supply the 1#ss of his snow-white hair, a few thin locks
of which curled down about his neck like shining threads
of silver. His majestic face was one on which heaven
had impressed the seal of the highest expression of hu-
manity. Upon his lofty forehead authority sat enthroned
as upon her native seat. His awful eye-brows, stiff and
black as night, not a single hair turned gray thereon,
hung like a crag above his imperious eyes, lending to
them a depth and power inconceivably grand and impres-
sive! Their fire was not dimmed, nor their piercing
regards dulled by his great age; but rather his soul
seemed to be concentrated in their light with star-like
brightness. His high, arched nose indicated a strong
and resolute character, firm and bold; while the proud and
commanding air of his closed mouth bore testimony to a
life of rule and absolute power over men, leaving its re-
cord there as if chiseled in marble.

Withal, I fancied I could discover a certain elevated,
chastened, and divine expression on his features, caught
from frequent communion as the oracle of his people,
face to face with his God! Time, while it had softened.
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affection. ¢ I rejoice you are so well, and that our God
has so long spared your excellency to us!”

¢ But my days,”” he answered gently, ¢ will soon come
to a close, my child! But God will take care of his
people Israel, and accomplish the work for which he has
raised them up and made them a great nation.”

“I would, my lord, that the king and thyself were
friends. My father truly grieves at the past! It is
breaking his great heart! He mourns until his mind is
fearfully dark, and his words and acts strange. Entreat |
the Lord our God for him, O father!”

¢« Nay,” answered the Seer, his brows bending sternly,
and a light of displeasure kindling in the deeper dark-
ness beneath them. ¢“He must bear the judgment of
God as all men must who transgress his laws. I am
grieved to hear of thy father’s sad condition. I haveno
power to help him, my son! The will of God will be
done on carth, and no man can hinder the work of Ilis
hand or oppose the decrees of His word gone forth.
None shall let or hinder Him! Thou, my child, art inno-
cent, and I know good and pious at heart. But it is the
unchangeable law of sin that the innocent offspring shall
suffer for the guilt of their fathers.”

“I bow in submission to the law of my God,” answered
Jonathan humbly, his voice tremulous and low. still
kneeling before the Seer.

¢ Thou hast forgotten, my son, the stranger who came
in with thee!” said Isamel, regarding me with fixed ob-
servation.

¢ Pardon me, my venerable father, I thought only of
my unhappy parent;”’ he said, rising. ¢ This is the
most noble Arbaces, a Prince of the court of Assyria,
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hila a few days, saying, pleasantly, he could not give me
princely entertainment, but that if 1 would fare as he
did and the school of the prophets under his roof, I
should be a welcome guest.

After some further interesting conversation with the
august Hebrew, whose presence more and more impressed
me with awe and respect, the steward conducted me t¢
a chamber along the corridor. As I proceeded thither,
I perceived in a second or interior court, which also con-
tained a garden, several youths and young men in dark
tunics and caps, variously engaged. Some were walking
up and down the terrace reading from leaves of parch-
ment, others conversing, others engaged in exercise; and -
three or four in copying with a stylus, beneath a tama-
rind tree.

“Who are these, and what is their pursuit ?”’ I asked
of the steward, having left the prince conversing still
about the king his father, and the menacing invasion of
the Philistines.

“This is the ¢ School of the Prophets,” my lord,” an-
swered the old man. ¢ Has not the fame thereof reached
thy land ?”

To avoid making a reply, which might wound the kind
old servitor’s national pride, I inquired the number of
the young men.

¢ Seventy, your highness. That is the sacred num-
her, neither more nor less. When one leaves, another
enters. This school was founded forty years ago by
Samuel, (in that the sons of Eli proved so evil,) that the
prophets of the people might be piously instructed in
their holy duties.”

After I had found my chamber, and seen and talked
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of view, and go to the harp, over which he ran his fingers
as a prelude to one of the most sublime and torching
pieces I ever listened to. The prince no sooner fastened
his eyes upon him than, with an exclamation of surprise
and pleasure, he made a half spring forward as if to ad-
dress him! but this impulse he instantly checked, say-
ing,

¢TIt is the young shepherd of Bethlehem !”

He stood up and eagerly regarded him with the most
friendly interest, like one who suddenly discovers a very
dear friend. I could not ask him any questions, I was
8o rapt with the performance of this beautiful youth upon
the harp, and with the rich and harmonious tones of his
voice ; for he played but a few passages before he began
to sing a hymn addressed to his God !

Praise ye the Lord.

Praise God in his sanctuary ;

Praise him in the firmament of his power;
Praise him for his mighty acts ;

Praise him according to his excellent greatness;
Praise him with the sound of the trumpet ;
Praise him with the psaltery and harp;

Praise him with the timbrel and dances ;

Praise him with stringed instruments -and organs;
Praise him upon the loud cymbals;

Praise him upon the high sounding cymbals.
Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord.
Praise ye the Lord.

How breathless all listened to the magnificent anthem !
How noble and graceful his attitude! how grandly he
strikes the harp strings! How calm and holy his coun-
tenance! How full of adoration his aspect! What a
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here bury it; thus singularly prophesying not only their
departure from Egypt, but their conquest of this land.

In the plain of Mamre I found encamped my caravan,
and retinue of Assyrian soldiers. The next morning I
entered the city, and was conducted by the Hebrew
prince into the presence of King Saul.

Your faithful
ARBACES.
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for my friend to hasten hither from Ramah and once
more try the power of his skill.”

The prince now rose to return into the city; and, as I
could not prevail upon him to remain until morning, he
was about to take his departure accompanied by his
armor-bearer, when three tall men in plain iron armor
passed in sight full in the glare that shone out of my
tent, and were about to be challenged by my sentry,
when the prince stopped, and said:

“What, sons of Jesse! Do I find you here all armed
for the wars ?”

“Yes, my lord,” they answered. “We are Eliab,
Abinadab, and Shammah, and are come up from our
father’s house in Bethlehem thus far on our way to
Hebron, to offer our services to the king against the
Philistines.”

“Come then with me,” said the prince, “I go into the
city. My father, the king, will gladly accept the ser-
vices of three such stout men-at-arms as ye are.”

“Yes, we are not armed with harps and dulcimers and
such woman’s trumpery, but carry stout swords and battle-
axes, and know how to cleave helm and cuirass when
need serves.”

This was said by one of them with a tone and allusion,
your majesty, which I plainly interpreted as a sneer aimed
against their honored younger brother; for these were
the three elder brothers of David, still, it seemed, burn-
ing with jealousy, and envy against him. Yet how
little did they suspect that the anointing they had wit-
nessed was to give him authority as King in Saul’s seat!
ITow little Saul himself had suspected that the hand
which struck the harp so boldly and sweetly in his halls,
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(0O Arbaces, who art become one of us in Israel, and
worshipest with us the one true God, I have deter-
mined to establish the worship of the nation I govern
with a degree of magnificence in keeping with the dig-
nity of my kingdom. My first step will be to transfer
the Ark of God to Jerusalem. I shall take thirty-six
thousand men with me to guard it in solemn procession
hither, three thousand from each tribe, and call all the
people of Judah and of Benjamin to be present to do it
honor. It is now reposing at Kirjath-jearim, where it
has been kept since the death of the priests at Nob.
Aside from the honor of God in this movement, the com-
ing together on such an august occasion of all the tribes,
will enable the people to see their king, and cement the
great confederacy of which I am now the political head !
Uzziah,” he added, turning to the Levite, *“go back to
Kirjath-baal, and make ready all things for the removal
of the Ark of the Covenant hither, on the day I have
named, two months hence! I leave the arrangement of
all the ceremonies to thee, to whom has been entrusted
the care and safety of the Ark since the day of Ahime-
lech!”

The Levite shortly took his departure; and the king
then invited me to accompany him and his armies of Is-
rael on the day he should march forth from Jerusalem,
to receive the Oracle of God, and escort it to his capital.

The foresight of the king in removing his court to this
naturally entrenched city, which can easily be rendered
impregnable, is in character with the profound sagacity
which governs all his actions. Not satisfied with making
it the political and military head, his camp and court,
he resolves to make it the religious centre of his
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LETTER XV.

ArBaces To Kine BEeLUS.

Crry o Davip.

Your MaJsEsTy,

A YEAR has passed since the accident by which I was
thrown from my horse, and it is with very great pleasure I
can resume again my pen and interrupted correspondence;
albeit, my wife, as your majesty is pleased to say, proves
not “by any means a poor scribe.” I have no doubt,
indeed, that her letters, did they go beyond the mere
form of my diplomatic correspondence, would prove far
more agreeable to peruse than my own: for our sex do
not possess that talent for epistolary writing which
women so eminently display. If you find in my letters
any passages more brilliant and graceful than usual, your
majesty must refer them to the tasteful suggestions of
the daughter of Isrilid.

The proposed removal of the Ark to this city took
place on the day appointed. The whole ceremony was
conducted with great pomp and magnificence. It was
my privilege to accompany the king and his court.
When we arrived in the valley before the citadel of
Kirjath-jearim, which used to hold a maguificent temple
of Baal, the king advanced at the head of the lords,
governors, chief-captains, elders, and priests towards
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to the gold-inlaid harp and dulcimer! New delights were in-
vented by his sycophants, and new fountains of enjoyment were
opened for him by his base and foreign-born courtiers. Ile
permitted the gods of the heathen princesses he had married
to be set up in their chambers, and incense to be burned before
them by their own idolatrous priests.

In the meanwhile, the sacrifices burned morning and evening
upon the Altar of Jehovah in the Court of the Tabernacle, and
incense to the God of Israel ascended continually from the
sacred censers of the Priests. Perhaps the cloud which ever
climbed towards heaven from the Altar of Burnt-offering, and
the ever upward-rising holy incense of God (the fragrance of
which entered the windows of his palace) interposed like a con-
tinual national supplication between the anger of Heaven and
the head of the royal voluptuary.

Sons and daughters from time to time were born to him; of
whom were Absalom, son of the daughter of King Tolmai of Syria,
Tamar, his sister, and her half brother, Ammon, and others,
who imitated the luxurious life of the king, and rebelled against
his authority when he would reprove them; for fathers, whe
would have their children virtuous, must first set them the
example of virtue; for their example is more powerful than
counsel.

At length, one morning, there arrived at the court of David
a foreign-looking young man with a noble air and in fine apparel,
and with those large Oriental eyes which betray the inhabitant
of the East. He was richly armed, and rode a superb Persian
borse, the housings thereon heavy with gold and glittering with
precious stones. He was attended by a train of servants, and
lords, and captains, with a retinue of one hundred splendidly
armed men.

They were from the city of Tadmor, and the young man
proved to be a prince, the youngest of three sons of Arbaces
aud Adora; and who had been sent by them to pass a few
years at the court of David, to learn the art of arms and of let-
ters under 80 great a captain and wise a monarch.

The king received the youthful Hadad Isrilid with great
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I shall accompany him to Mount Olive that he may show
me how they hunt the gazelle in Judea. I shall embrace
the opportunity to visit the villa situated there and sc
long your home.
Your faithful and affectionate son,
Hapap BN IsrILID.
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a certain class of bondmen are released from obedience
to their masters, and a certain portion of property re-
verts to those who have alienated it. The Sabbatical
year, at its close, annuls debts of money between man
and man, which the Jubilee year does not. Cautious
rich men, this year, seldom loan to those who ask, unless
fully protected against the statute of limitation obtain-
ing during the year. Houses in walled towns built withiz
the Jubilee period do not return to those who have mort-
gaged or sold them, the statute having reference prima-
rily to the reversion of lands, in order to restore the
integrity of their original division between the tribes
and families.

“The appointment of the Sabbatical year,” replied
the intelligent Prophet Nathan to me when I inquired
its object, “was to preserve the remembrance of the
creation of the world in six periods, followed by an equal
period of rest. Then God gave six periods of time to
the earth and man, and one to Himself for repose. He
now gives man six periods for himself, but demands one
- 2qually long set apart for His honor, and in remembrance’
of the first period of rest. These periods are ¢years’
in the Sabbatical week, and ¢weeks of years’ in the
Jubilee week ; and a week of Jubilees must be, therefore,
about three hundred and forty-three solar years. Thus
we cannot learn how long was the first period of crea-
tion and rest, called a week; for God makes ¢ weeks of
years,” and ¢ years of years!” With Him a day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years is as one day.
There exists a record in our ancient writings which
states that the first ‘day’ consisted of a week of solar
years, or two thousand and five hundred and fifty-five
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do in the presence of his whole court with great pomp.
But in a few months after the marriage, the whole
secret became manifest, and the purposed death of Uriah
was fastened upon the king by the indignant judgment
of the whole army, by which the valiant captain was
greatly beloved.

The Prophet Nathan was asleep upon his bed in the
closet above the gate at Ramah in the Palace of the
Judges, when he had a vision from the Lord, in which
the fourfold guilt of David was made known to him, and
he was commanded to arise and go to Jerusalem and
stand before the king, and rebuke him. Uriah had been
dead then a year, and the king had manifested no
remorse.

David at that hour sat upon his Judgment Seat in the
great Hall, and all his officers, and lords, and elders of
his court, and of the city were before him. I also stood
in the presence, as I desired to study the manner in
which the Hebrews administer justice. When the king
beheld the dignified and holy man of God enter and ad-
vance up the Judgment Hall, his face changed; for he
knew that the prophets are oftener the ministers of God’s
displeasure than of his favor. Besides, he felt that he
deserved the anger of God, for his four-fold crime of
adultery, his base intoxication of Uriah, his treacherous
murder of him, and marrying the wife of the man that
he had killed in order to have her.

The brow of the prophet was calm, and his features
grave, but sad, rather than stern. With his ample
sacerdotal mantle folded about his tall person, his step
firm, and his hearing noble, as became an Ambassador
from Heaven, he stopped opposite the king, and made a
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young men, but the glory of his hair, its richness and
abundance, and the magnificent masses in which it falls
over his shoulders and breast, fill every beholder with
wonder and admiration. He is proportionably vain
thereof. Daily his Nubian servants comb out its long
tresses, anoint it with fragrant oils of myrrh, cinnamon,
and sweet spices, and training it to flow in luxuriant
waves, powder it with dust of gold, which, in the sun’s
rays, lend to it a starry splendor.

At length, finding that the common people were more
and more disposed to favor him and flatter him, the
graceful and beautiful prince became impatient of his -
confinement, and dispatched a messenger to his mentor,
Joab, asking him to come and visit him.

To this request the aged warrior paid no regard, when
the incensed young prince sent his servants to destroy
some of the property of Joab which was near his own
abode. Then Joab, when he was told of this outrage,
went to the prince where he was held a prisoner in his
house, and, remonstrated with him: Absalom answered,

“Behold! I sent unto thee to come hither that thou
mayest go to my father, the king, who hath, for fear of
the people, lest they should think he overlooked too
lightly the death of Amnon by my hand, kept me here
as if I were a robber chief of the desert he had caught
in his toils, and has held me here for show, these two
whole years to the curiosity of all the people of Jerusalem
as if I were a caged leopard. I sent for thee to bid thee
go to my father, and ask him why he hath brought me
from the court of Talmai in Geshur of Syria? It would
have been much better for me to have remained there
still.  If I am pardoned by the king, wherefore this con-
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TABLET.—S1xTH LEAF.

Since I wrote the last leaf of my journal, dear father,
important events have occurred, the narration of which
will amaze you and cause you deep grief. King David
18 at this moment a fugitive from Jerusalem, an exile
from his throne, fleeing from his rebellious son, Prince
~ Absalom.

This unprincipled young man’s vanity and ambition
had been kindled by the flattering reception he had met
with by the populace, and he harboured the idea of
wearing a crown. To this arrogant presumption he was
prompted by a subtle courtier, who had been his adviser
and tempter in his crime, and encouraged in by the deep
and artful policy of Ahithophel, the Prime Minister of
David. Having firmly opposed his reconciliation with
the prince, when, therefore, the king took Absalom back
to his heart and confidence, the pride of Ahithophel, at
this rejection of his wise counsel, was deeply wounded
The long-existing regard he had entertained for his mo-
narch was in a moment destroyed. He resolved toavenge
this conduct of David; for a king’s counselor can be
offended in no manner so grievously as by the rejection of
his counsels. Courtiers are bound to monarchs only by
ties of selfish aggrandisement and personal ambition.
Their power consists in having power over the king. They
rule by him! Abhithophel, from the hour of the recon-
ciliation, saw that his power was gone; and that Absa-
lom would henceforth become his father’s adviser and
confident.

Mephibosheth, whose penetration and subtlety fath-
omed all the policy and secrets of the court, was not












THE REBELLION OF PRINCE ABSALOM. 563

Saul, and where once dwelt his father, King David.
Here he raised the standard of rebellion, for hundreds
flocked to him, sent for Ahithophel to join him, and de-
spatched messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel,
calling upon the people, saying, ‘As soon as ye hear
the sound of trumpets blowing from citadel to citadel,
know that Absalom reigneth in Hebron, and let every
man say, ‘Long live the King of Israel: Long live
Absalom " ” :

When the news came to the ears of King David, in
Jerusalem, that Absalom had taken up the fallen crown
of Ishbosheth, and had been crowned, even by Abiathar,
King of Israel, with Hebron for his capital, and that
Ahithophel was his Prime Counselor, and that the peo-
ple increased continually with Absalom, and that many
of the elders, and chief men, and warriors had declared
for him, he rent his clothes and humbled himself before
the Lord, in the door of the Tabernacle, saying :

“Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in darkness and
in the deeps. My sins have taken such hold upon me,
that I can not look up. Thy wrath lieth hard upon me'
Thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves. O turn not
away thy face from thine anointed; for thou, O Lord,
hast said thou wilt establish the throne of thy servant
David forever!”

While he was yet humbling himself before the Lord,
Joab came near, in full armor, crying,

““Wherefore, O king, dost thou delay! Up and escape!
for some of the chief men who went with Absalom, have
fled from him hither, and say that he gathereth a mighty
army and will march against thee! Fall not into his
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greatly attached to him; and after Philistia became trib-
utary to him, Ittai, from his ancient regard and affection,
came with six hundred men and offered himself and them
for the king’s service. Ittai now voluntarily accompanied
his royal master in his misfortunes; and David was
deeply moved that foreigners should thus show their at-
tachment to him, when his own countrymen deserted him.
Abiathar who had returned from Hebron, Absalom fear-
ing to detain a priest of God, ordered the Ark of the
Covenant to follow the king over the brook Kedron, be-
yond the city, that the Oracle of God might be with him
in his flight. When the king beheld the Ark, he kindly
commanded them to carry it back again and place it
within the Tabernacle, God’s own habitation, saying
humbly, “If the Lord will favor me, he can do so from
thence, and bring me back again to worship there be-
fore His Mercy-seat. If he delight not in me, Lo, I
am before Him, let Him do what seemeth good unto
Him.”

The unhappy monarch, whose wonderful life of vicissi-
tudes presents one of the most extraordinary chapters
of human history, sending his people eastward over the
brook in the valley, followed himself. As he ascended
Mount Olivet, he turned back and, gazing upon the city,
the towers of which the morning sun was just illuming with
golden light, tears coursed down his aged and chastened
cheeks. Hiding his head in his mantle, he proceeded
barefoot, followed by a mourning and weeping con-
course.

At the top of the hill his ancient friend and officer
Hushai, who had gone unwittingly with Absalom to
Hebron, not knowing anything of the rebellious son’s
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Absalom’s people are slain,” and it go against thee and
thy cause. Venture not a battle until thou art sure of
victory. I counsel thee to take the field in thine own
person at the head of thine army, and then shall ye over-
power him and his, and, if he be driven to a city, ye
can surround it, and take it, and all within it. Ahitho-
phel’s counsel isnot good! He and his twelve thousand
men, if they go out, will be utterly destroyed by Joab
and the king, who are like lions.”

““The counsel of Hushai is good—wiser than the coun
sel of Ahithophel;” answered Absalom, and also the
elders of Israel; and his courtiers, and officers agreed
with him, even as they had before agreed with him when
the counsel of Ahithophel pleased him.

Hushai then sent the sons of the priests secretly to
warn David not to delay crossing the Jordan, lest the
counsels of Ahithophel might yet prevail with the prince,
and he be destroyed. The next night, David crossed the
river Jordan with all his followers, and sought refuge in
the city of Mahanaim, where Prince Ishbosheth formerly
dwelt, and lodged in the palace in which he was slain by

the two brothers.
" When Ahithophel heard of the interview which the
prince held with the Archite, and that messengers had
been sent to David, warning him of his own counsel, he
saw at once that his power at the rebel court was gone;
and that he was in peril, not only from the fickle temper
of his new master, but from the diplomacy of the saga-
cious Archite, who held his ear. The experienced diplo-
mat knew enough of the custom of courts, to be aware
that a disgraced counselor is regarded by the crown as a
foe. Anticipating, therefore, each moment, his arrest,
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camp over against the strong city of Mahanaim, where the
king was fortified. David’s army was divided into three
divisions, under the command of Joab, Abishai, his bro-
ther, (the same who went with David to Saul’s tent, and
took away the cruse of oil and spear,) and Ittai, the
brave Philistine chief. When they were arrayed for
battle, the king would have placed himself at the head
of his hosts, but the army effectively refused to suffer
him to expose himself, saying :

“ Thou shalt not go forth, for if we are defeated they
will not pursue us, for it is the king they seek! Thou
art worth ten thousand of us. Therefore, remain in the
city. If we are beaten, thou canst raise another army.
If thou art taken, then all is lost, though none of us die !”

¢ That which seemeth to you best, O my chlldren, 1
will do,” said the aged king.

He then stood by the city gate, and saw them all
march out by hundreds and thousands. When the whole
army had gone forth into the plain, the king called the
three generals, Joab, now nearly threescore years and
ten, Abishai, a few years his junior, and Ittai, who was
about fifty-five.

¢ Go forth, my brave captains, and fight the battle of
the Lord. And may the Lord of hosts and God of battles
be with your arms! But I charge you, and all of your
captains, and all the people, that ye deal gently, for my
sake, with the young man, even with Absalom !”

How beautiful, my dear father, this charge to his war-
riors! How tenderly the kingly old man felt for the
rebel prince, his son, who had driven him from his throne!
What an exalted spirit of forgiveness! What a lovely
illustration of that parental affection which no ingrati-
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“Lo, my lord the king,” cried the watchman, ¢ Be-
hold, another man runneth alone.”

¢« He also bringeth tidings,”” said King David.

And the watchman said, “ Methinketh the running ot
the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz, the son of
Zadok.” And the king said, “ He is a good man, and
cometh with good tidings.” And Ahimaaz called, and said
unto the king, ¢ All is well.” And he fell down to the
earth upon his face before the king, and said, ¢ Blessed be .
the Lord thy God, which hath delivered up the men that
lifted up their hand against my lord the king.” And the
king said, ¢ Is the young man Absalom safe?”” And Ahi-
maaz answered, * When Joab sent the king’s servant, and
me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not
what it was.” And the king said unto him, ¢ Turn aside,
and stand here.” And he turned aside, and stood still.
And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi said, * Tidings, my
lord the king : for the Lord hath avenged thee this day
of all them that rose up against thee.”” And the king said
unto Cushi, ¢ Is the young man Absalom safe?”’ And Cu-
shi answered, ¢ The enemies of my lord the king, and all
that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young
man is.”

And the king was much moved, and went up to the
chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, thus
he said, ¢ O my son Absalom ! my son, my son Absalom !
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my
son!”

No words can be more touching, no language of pas-
sionate grief so affecting as this. When he was going
up to his chamber, he refused to let any one follow him,

and was heard bemoaning his son as he went, until his
37
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Joab, returning a conqueror to Jerusalem, presented
himself before the king with the audacity of a man who
knows that his power as head of the army is too great
and dangerous to the throne for the king to dare to dis-
place him. This fierce and turbulent chief, this man of
blood, is now general over all the hosts of Israel.

Thus, my dear father, is the king once more seated
upon his throne; but the prestige of his ancient glory
and power is gone! Sin, and crime, and degradation
have lessened the love and honor of the people for one
whom God anointed to be their example in all piety,
chastity, justice, and truth. Deeply does he feel the loss
of the confidence of his subjects, while he has no faith in
the affection of those who stand about his throne. Fear-
ing Joab, he dare not offend him, but is compelled daily
to endure the insolent presence of the old chief, whose
hand is dyed with the blood of Absalom, his son. The
days of the monarch are passed in efforts to administer
the laws of God in his realm with fidelity, in educating
his noble-looking son, Solomon to be his successor, in
works of religion, and in public acts of worship.

The excited state of the country, during the past few
months, dear father, has delayed my business in reference
to the lands inherited by my royal mother ; as the Court
of Elders, which presides over the settlement of estates,
has not held any session since the rebellion of Absalom.
The king assures me that my affairs shall receive early
attention, and that those persons, who have unlawfully,
during your long absence, taken possession of a portion
of the wheat lands near Gilgal, will be ordered to restore
them.

I shall, therefore, be ready soon to depart from Jeru-
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and increased majesty which becomes the Palace of God,
upon Mount Moriah. So vast is the accumulation of
wealth, so abundant the gold and silver of Ophir and of
Tarshish,* and precious stones from India, and fragrant
and costly woods from Arabia and Lebanon, which are
collected in the king’s treasure house, that, without
doubt, aided by the wondrous skill of the Tyrian artists,
the Hebrews may present to the eyes of the world an
edifice of the most extraordinary grandeur and beauty,
the wonder of the whole earth.

Farewell, my dearest father and dearest mother, until
I once more embrace you in your own Palace at Tadmor.

1srILID.
* Vide Appendix IV.
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shall be called the Son of the Highest ; and the Lord God shall
give him the Throne of his Father, DAvip. And he shall
reign over the House of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom
shall there be no end.” )

Of whom David sung, striking his prophetic harp:

“ Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever :
The sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.
Thou lovest righteousness and hatest wickedness,
Therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee
With the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
Instead of thy fathers, shall be thy children,
Whom thou mayest make Princes in all the earth.
Thou art fairer than the children of men,
Grace is poured into thy lips.
Therefore God hath blessed THEE forever.
In his days shall the righteous flourish,
And abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth :
He shall have dominion from sea to sea,
And from the river unto the ends of the earth.
For I have made a covenant with my chosen,
I bave sworn unto David, my servant,
¢Thy SeEp will I establish forever,
And build up thy Throne unto all generations.’
And the House of David shall be as God,
As the angel of the Lord before them;
And I will pour upon the House of David,
And upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
The Spirit of Grace and of supplications,
And they shall look upon Mg whom they have pierced I

And the inspired Apostle of the Apocalypse, seeing for be-
yond the earthly Jerusalem to the ends of the ages, writes of
the last Prince of the House of David :

“ The kingdoms of the world are become
The kingdoms of our Lorp and of his CHrIsT;
And he shall reign forever and ever.”






APPENDIX.

APPENDIX 1.
UriM AND THUMMIM.

THE Pyramids and other stupendous structures on the Nile,
bear Masons’ marks, as fresh as though chiseled yesterday.
Similar traces have lately been discovered on the monuments
of Nineveh and Babylon, that undoubtedly have reference to
the Masonic mysteries, and, among them, to the Great and
Occult Name. In regard to the “Book of the Dead,” which,
in whole or part, is contained in a papyrus roll laid up with
the Egyptian mummy in the Sarcophagus, there are many
symbols and names, probably Masonic, and more especially the
name of Deity among the Egyptian writings, which may have
an important bearing upon Masonic history. The explanation
of the Urim and Thummim, the lights and perfections, and of
the breastplate of Aaron, is remarkable. The initial letters
of the Hebrew names of the twelve stones in that breastplate,
and also of the twelve tribes, (by the application of a key dis-
covered by Lanci,) conveyed a meaning which the exegesis of a
learned linguist would never have veached. The explanation
of the Urim is, ‘I will cause the oracular spirit to rise at my
will;”—of the Thummim, “ And of the Seers it will manifest
the secret:” and by putting the first two letters in Helbrew
together, the ineffable name is made out

(597)
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presented the roli to the king, he read a portion of it to the
people of Israel. On the approach of a wicked person to the
throne for judgment, the lions would set up a terrible roaring
and lash their tails; the birds began to erect their feathers,
and the whole assembly set up such loud cries, that for fear of
them, no person would dare be guilty of falsehood, but would
instantly confess their crimes! Such was the Throne of Solo-
mon.” .

APPENDIX III

THE following account of the building, by Solomon, of the
Temple which King David so long desired to erect, and for
which he collected countless sums in gold and silver, is taken
from Josephus:

“ When Hiram, King of Tyre, had heard that Solomon suc-
ceeded to his father’s kingdom, he was very glad of it, for he was
a friend of David’s. So he sent ambassadors to him, and
saluted him, and congratulated him on the present happy state
of his affairs. Upon which Solomon sent him an epistle, the
contents of which here follow: —

SOLOMON TO KING HIRAM.

¢ Know thou that my father would have built a temple to
God, but was hindered by wars, and continual expeditions: for
he did not leave off to overthrow his enemies till he made them
all subject to tribute. But I give thanks to God for the peace
I at present enjoy, and on that account I am at leisure, and
design to build a house to God, for God foretold to my father
that such a house should be built by me; wherefore I desire
thee to send some of thy subjects with mine to Mount Lebanon,
to cut down timber; for the Sidonians are more skillful than
our people in cutting of wood. As for wages to the hewers of
wood, I will pay whatsoever price thou shalt determine.’

“When Hiram had read this epistle, he was pleased with it,
and wrote back this answer to Solomon :—
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prudently dividing 1t among them ; for he made ten thousand
cut timber in Mount Lebanon for one month, and then to come
home ; and to rest two months, until the time when the other
twenty thousand had finished their task at the appointed time;
and so afterwards it came to pass, that the first ten thousand
returned to their work every fourth month; and it was Adoram
who was over this tribute. There were also of the strangers
who were left by David, who were to carry the stones and
other materials, seventy thousand; and of those that cut the
stones, eighty thousand. Of these three thousand and three
hundred were rulers over the rest. He also enjoined them to
cut out large stones for the foundations of the temple, and that
they should fit them and unite them together in the mountain,
and so bring them to the city. This was done, not only by our
own country workmen, but by those workmen whom Hiram
sent also.”

APPENDIX IV.
TARSHISH.

It will not improbably add considerable interest to that
already felt by outward-bound passengers in the Peninsular and
Oriental steamers in their first glimpse of Indian land, to know
that, according to the best authorities, Point de Galle is the
Tarshish which was visited by the navies of Hiram and Solo-
wmon.

“Tarshish obviously lay in the road to Ophir, the land from
which Solomon procured gold. Malaceca was known to the
later Greek geographers, as the Golden Chersonese; and in the
Malay language, ophir is the generic term for a gold mine.
King Solomon made a navy of ships in Eziongeber, ‘ which is
beside Elath, on the shore of the Red Sea.” From Eziongeber,
Solomon’s navy traded with Tarshish and Ophir. ‘Once in
three years came the navy of Tarshish, bringing gold and silver,
ivory, and apes, and peacocks.” In a Persian poem of the tenth
century, which describes an expedition from Jerusalem to
Ceylon, the outward voyage is stated as occupying a year and
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Eastern sailors), it may be reasonably concluded that the great
port of Ceylon, from the times of Claudius to those of Haroun
Alraschid, and from his times to those of the Dutch and the
Portuguese, was also the great port of Ceylon in the times of
Solomon.

THE END.
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